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Published articles are the main currency of 
academic research. There are easier modes to 
discuss research, but it’s these published articles 
that signal career success and progress. In this 
hypercompetitive world, stories of researchers 
sacrificing too much of themselves to further their 
career by ensuring meaningful publications are 
abundant. When publications are held to such high 
regard, it’s not surprising that the tone is typically 
serious and often dry. STEM might be perceived 
as sterile and devoid of fun, but a peak at some 
papers here show otherwise. Researchers 
sometimes inject comedic relief into their study just 
for entertainment, or the papers were intentionally 
published as a serious matter but gained notoriety 
for being ill-informed led to changes. Sometimes, 
academics use comedy in this medium to bring 
awareness to important matters, from hidden 
political messages to loopholes in our systems. 

This is a compilation of silly academic articles. 

Preface: Publish or perish Other silly papers:

In-depth analysis of a piece of shit
Krauth SJ, Coulibaly JT, Knopp S, Traoré M, N'Goran 
EK, Utzinger J. An in-depth analysis of a piece of shit: 
distribution of Schistosoma mansoni and hookworm 
eggs in human stool. PLoS Negl Trop Dis. 
2012;6(12):e1969. doi: 10.1371/journal.pntd.0001969. 
Epub 2012 Dec 20. PMID: 23285307; PMCID: 
PMC3527364. 

A full paper with just comics
Olivier Thébaud, Jason S. Link, Bas Kohler, Marloes 
Kraan, Romain López, Jan Jaap Poos, Jörn O. 
Schmidt, David C. Smith, Managing marine 
socio-ecological systems: picturing the future, ICES 
Journal of Marine Science, Volume 74, Issue 7, 
September-October 2017, Pages 1965–1980, 
https://doi.org/10.1093/icesjms/fsw252

The Color of Odors
Morrot G, Brochet F, Dubourdieu D. The color of odors. 
Brain Lang. 2001 Nov;79(2):309-20. doi: 
10.1006/brln.2001.2493. PMID: 11712849.
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